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44) At the Great Observatory in California I sat down with a little company, 
under the guidance of an old man who had been there nearly fifty years, 
studying the heavens. And when he had helped us to get a glimpse 
through his telescope, drawing our attention here and there until we 
were amazed, the old man looked at all of us, but speaking directly to 
me he said, “If you care to have it, I will give you a scientifically accurate 
description of this earth.” I said, “Of course I would care to have it. 
What is it?” He said, “This is a scientifically accurate description of the 
earth: The earth is next to nothing.” Next to nothing! There are some 
clever people that say the very smallness of the earth proves our Bible 
to be wrong, that a little tiny thing like this earth can never be seen 
among the great things of heaven. I am not arguing with them. Some 
people think that bulk is the evidence of greatness, but it is not. 





Pause for a moment and look at Genesis 1:1, leaving out the reference 
to the earth. “In the beginning God created the heavens.” That phrase, 
“the heavens,” is an inclusive one, and it is “the heavens” not “heaven.” 
The Hebrew word used in that way is always in the plural, and used in 
that way refers to what we would speak of as the whole universe. So 
in that opening phrase God is put behind all the universe in this one 
cosmic sentence, this wonderful sentence at the opening of the Bible. 


—G. CAMPBELL MORGAN in 
The Unfolding Message of the Bible 
(Fleming H. Revell) 











@ A new name appears on p. 12 over 
the Sunday School lesson. Temporarily 
the Rev. Norman E. Harper will take 
over the splendid work of the Rev. 
Wick Broomall who has taken on an 
editorial assignment in connection with 
the publication of a new Bible. We 
think you will like Mr. Harper’s help- 
ful expositions of the Scriptures. 


® Christian Student Sunday is De- 
cember 31. In this connection we 
would add to the suggested good read- 
ing for college young people (Dec. 13) 
the following: The Old Testament 
View of Revelation, by James G. S. S. 
Thomson (Eerdmans), and Modern 
Science and the Christian Faith, a 
symposium by several authors, pub- 
lished by Scripture Press. By all 
means get A Guide to Christian Read- 
ing, ed. by A. F. Walls, from Inter- 
Varsity (2nd Edition), for lists of 
titles that one can read with confi- 
dence. (Personally, we were once 
greatly helped by one particular book 
of Elton Trueblood: Alternative to 
Futility — short and interesting to 
read.) 
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@ Not all is dismal on college cam. 
puses. Out at the University of Cajj. 
fornia, whence the students came fo 
the notorious San Francisco riots, , 
worthy patriotic group is flourishing, 
Calling themselves Students Associated 
Against Totalitarianism, they are try. 
ing, in their own words, to “counter 
the heavily subsidized barrage of radi. 
cal left-wing and Communist propa. 
ganda . . . the elaborately printed tor. 
rents of Communist handouts which 
for years have been the exclusive diet 
of university students.” In the latest 
issue of Tocsin, they mention that 
Clinton E. Jencks, who was the cep. 
ter of a stormy Supreme Court battle 
in 1957, the outcome of which instruct. 
ed the FBI to reopen its confidential 
files in subversion and treason cases, 
is now a teaching assistant in the De 
partment of Economics of the Univer. 
sity. If you want to communicate 
with SAAT, the address is Box 1784, 
Berkeley 1, Calif. 


@ After Redbook magazine published 
its “survey” of seminary students en- 
titled “The Shocking Beliefs of our 
Future Ministers,” a number of pub- 
lications tried to discredit the find- 
ings, implying that no cross-section 
of ministerial students could have such 
unbelievers. In its November issue, 
Redbook publishes the clincher: In re- 
sponse to the article it was flooded 
with mail and some 80% of the min- 
isters writing in approved the students’ 
views. Interestingly enough, some 
80% of the laymen writing in disap- 
proved. 





THE PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL, a 
Presbyterian weekly magazine, devoted 
to the statement, defense, and propa: 
gation of the Gospel, the faith which 
was once for all delivered to the saints, 
published every Wednesday by the 
Southern Presbyterian Journal, Inc., 
in Weaverville, N. C. 


SUBSCRIPTION PRICES: $3 a year 
for individuals, $2 for members of 
Every Family Plan churches. All cor- 
respondence regarding subscriptions, 
advertising or other business matters 
should be addressed to the business 
office in Weaverville, N. C. Second- 
class mail privileges authorized at 
Weaverville, N. C. 


EDITORIAL correspondence should be 
addressed to P. O. Box 3108, Asheville, 
N. C. Editorial offices located at 84 
Kimberly Ave. 


CHANGE OF ADDRESS notices should 
be addressed to the business office, 
Weaverville, N. C., allowing three 
weeks for change in the continental 
U.S. Change notices should include 
both old and new addresses. 
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NEWS OF RELIGION 


Final WCC Action Includes Union Proposal 


WHITHER AFRICA? 


@ Without going into figures, it is 
possible to declare that Islam is the 
religion of Africa, if one takes this 
to mean the religion which has uni- 
fied more people under a common 
worship and common ethic. 


@ For many missionaries colonialism 
was the greased rail upon which to 
push the Gospel gravy train .. . Still 
we must be fair: that the national 
must become an ineffective imitation 
of the foreigner the best missionaries 
have never accepted as a conclusion 
either in theory or in practice. 


@ Within this decade more nation 
states will have come into existence 
than at any time in the continent’s 
history, perhaps in the world’s history. 


@ Now that Africans are drunk with 
nationalism it is no more than natural 
that in her tipsy state some of them 
should accuse Christianity of neglect 
in fortifying her for her day of free- 
dom. 


® Momentarily, nationalism in its 
rabid form is perhaps Africa’s best 
bulwark against Communism. 


@ All nine of the university colleges 

in Africa south of the Sahara have 
attained their present status since 
World War II, most in the past five 
years. The two in the Congo grad- 
uated their first students in 1960. 


®@ When Billy Graham asked the stu- 

dents assembled at the University of 
Ibadan how many were products of 
mission schools, every single hand 
arose, 


—Whither Africa, 
by G. McLeod Bryan 
John Knox Press 





Falsehood not only disagrees with 
truth but usually quarrels with itself. 
— DAaNrEL WEBSTER. 





‘Drinking Resolution’ 
Said Causing Trouble 


NEW YORK (RNS) — A “well-in- 
tentioned” resolution on social drink- 
ing passed by the United Presbyterian 
Church’s General Assembly in May is 
causing trouble for “Presbyterian pas- 
tors all across the nation,’ a noted 
preacher said here. 


Dr. John Sutherland Bonnell, pas- 
tor of the Fifth Avenue Presbyterian 
church, said in a sermon that some 
ministers had interpreted the resolu- 
tion as meaning that “the lid is off 
on drinking now,” and that young peo- 
ple were quoting it to justify drinking. 


“It is distressing,” he said, “to find 
that a supreme court of a great Chris- 
tian Church should issue a proclama- 
tion to its people that lacks the con- 
viction and the note of warning ema- 
nating from scientific schools of al- 
cohol studies, and even from the Na- 
tional Safety Council. The Church 
does not approve of drinking, even in 
moderation, Dr. Bonnell said. 





Astronaut Col. Glenn 
Is a Presbyterian 


CAPE CANAVERAL, Fla. (RNS) 
— The astronaut chosen to make this 
country’s first orbital flight in space 
is a Presbyterian who believes that re- 
ligion should be a vital part of every- 
day life. 


When Lt. Col. John Herschel Glenn, 
Jr., was being considered for Project 
Mercury, the man-in-space program he 
and his wife Anna had some questions 
about possible ethical implications of 
the venture. They visited their min- 
ister, who helped them to resolve 
their doubts, and Col. Glenn joined 
the project. 


Now the 40-year-old Marine flier 
has been named by the National Aero- 
nautics and Space Administration to 
become the first American to make 
an orbital flight around the earth, 
probably about the first of the year. 


NEW DELHI, India — In its clos- 
ing days the Third Assembly of the 
World Council of Churches adopted 
a variety of far-reaching resolutions, 
reports, recommendations and declara- 
tions. Prominent among them was 
the first explicit proposal for Church 
union acted on by a WCC Assembly. 


In a “letter” to all member Church- 
es, the Assembly said “Unity does not 
imply simple uniformity of organiza- 
tion, rite or expression.” It proposed 
instead a system of interlocking “‘com- 
munities” on the local, national and 
international level with mutual recog- 
nition of members and ministers and 
joint participation in the Lord’s Sup- 
per. 


As adopted by the Assembly, the 
letter followed closely, and in some 
cases used the same wording, as a 
statement on unity adopted by the 
WCC’s Commission on Faith and Or- 
der at St. Andrews, Scotland, in 1960. 


REMOVE ‘BARRIERS’ 


A separate report, also adopted, 
urged removal of barriers to intercom- 
munion. It said: “We must meet, in 
responsible fashion, the rising tide of 
impatience among many young peo- 
ple, and indeed, among many others 
for more prompt and certain progress 
toward mutual understanding in this 
most central and vital experience of 
Christian worship and witness.” 


The Assembly also adopted with no 
substantial changes reports drafted by 
its sections on Service and Witness. 
(The three sub-themes were unity, 
service and witness.) These reports 
will be commended to WCC member 
Churches “for study.” 


In its report on service, the Assem- 
bly urged the Churches to continue 
their efforts to warn governments of 
the dangers of a nuclear arms race. 
The report denounced new and old 
forms of tyranny, racial and economic 
discrimination in the Church and in 
society, and the “lack of communica- 
tion” between nations which produce 
“false images.” 


The creation of “cells” of Chris- 
tian lay men and women in areas 
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where the Church has lost contact 
with the masses was suggested in the 
report on Christian witness. Such 
cells are needed, the report said, to 
contact the unevangelized population 
which does not feel at home in the 
church or understand its language. 


WORLD AFFAIRS 


Drawing wide attention was the re- 
port of the Commission of the Church- 
es on International Affairs, presented 
by Harvard President Nathan M. Pu- 





By Americans— 


Russia’s Admission 
Is Stoutly Defended 


NEW DELHI, India (RNS) — The 
150-member United States delegation 
to the Third Assembly of the World 
Council of Churches here prepared a 
special statement to American Church- 
es defending the admission of the 
Russian Orthodox Church into the 
WCC. It was signed on behalf of the 
delegation by Charles C. Parlin of 
New York, one of the new presidents 
of the Council. 


Some observers, including the Vati- 
can Radio, have warned that the So- 
viet government will now use the 
WCC as a platform for political propa- 
ganda. The admission of the Rus- 
sians was defended early in the as- 
sembly by Dr. Eugene Carson Blake, 
United Presbyterian stated clerk, who 
wrote a letter to his denomination on 
the subject. 


The statement of the American del- 
egation said the Russian Church “in 
spite of unrelenting government op- 
position and at times intense pressure 
and persecution, has maintained Chris- 
tian worship in its land.” It said mem- 
bers of the WCC “pray God’s blessing 
on the heroic struggle of the Russian 
Orthodox Church to propagate the 
Gospel in their land and to restore 
their country to the status of a Chris- 
tian state.” 





DALLAS, Texas (RNS)—The Rus- 
sian Orthodox Church’s admission in- 
to the World Council of Churches is 
a: “distinct advantage” for Christiani- 
ty, the moderator of the Presbyterian 
Church in the US said here. Dr. Wal- 
lace M. Alston, who also is president 
of Agnes Scott College, stressed that 
any means of communication “with 
our Christian friends in Russia is a 
gain.” 


sey, and adopted overwhelmingly. It 
appealed to all governments to be 
willing to “run reasonable risks for 
peace.” 


In addition to recognizing disarma- 
ment as the ultimate goal, the 900- 
word CCIA statement advocated 
strengthening the United Nations, ov- 
ercoming barriers to communication 
between peoples, and attacking pover- 
ty, disease and prejudice of all kinds. 


The report decried the absence from 
the UN of “representatives of large 
parts of the world’s population.” As 
“the outstanding instance” of this it 
cited Communist China (called “the 
People’s Republic of China” in the 
text). It added that consideration 
should be given to the absence of 
“those nations which have been di- 
vided by the political conflicts of our 
time where a solution has not yet 
been found.” The report said the UN 
“is intended to include all indepen- 
dent nations which are ready to accept 
the obligation of membership.” 


Also adopted was the CCIA proposal 
that a conference be called “at the 
earliest possible moment” where 
Christian leaders in all nations might 
be instructed “confidentially” by ex- 
perts on the problems of disarmament 
peculiar to the various nations. 


Portugal was condemned by a vote 
of 179 to 177 for its “repressive acts”’ 
in Angola, but on account of the close 
vote the action was declared “‘mean- 
ingless’”’ and was sent back to the 
CCIA, which originally proposed the 
censure. That part of the report did 
not return to the Assembly floor. - 


Other actions of the Assembly in- 
cluded: 


— Denunciation of anti-Semitism 
as a “sin against God and man.” 


— Rejection of a proposal that the 
WCC encourage Churches to use more 
women ministers, and approval of an- 
other proposal that Churches be asked 
to consider opening up lay offices and 
policy-making boards to women. 


— Authorization of a conference 
composed of pacifists and non-pacifists 
to study the Christian responsibility 
for promoting the cause of peace. 


— Endorsement of plans for a ma- 
jor study of the theology of Chris- 
tian witness and action, a series of 
regional studies on religious liberty 
in widely different circumstances, and 
an investigation into the training of 
the ministry in the modern age. 


— Giving a standing ovation pe. 
fore and after the speech of Indian 
Prime Minister Nehru. . 


LARGER BUDGET 


In taking care of. internal affairs, 
the Assembly approved an annual gen- 
eral budget of $751,200, asking 
Churches to increase their annual cop. 
tributions at least 47 per cent to take 
care of the $220,000 increase. Besides 
the general budget, there are also 


three other annual budgets: $1,106,000 | 


for interchurch and refugee aid; $110, 
000 for the Commission of the Church. 
es on International Affairs; and $201,. 
150 for World Missions and evap. 
gelism. 


Delegates voted to set the size of 
the next meeting at 700 full members, 
but the Central Committee was em. 
powered to increase or diminish this 
number by 20 per cent. Included 
will be 25 special delegates, who are 
“persons of special competence in the 
field of world mission.” 


The Assembly voted not to admit 
(Cont. on p. 16, col. 2) 





Missions Opposed 
By WCC Member 


CHALKIS, Greece — After a two- 
year court battle involving the Greek 
Orthodox Church and the Rev. Spiros 
Zhodiates of New York, general sec- 
retary of the American Mission to the 
Greeks, a three-man court has ruled 
that Protestants have a right to use 
the title, “Reverend.’”? Orthodox lead- 
ers have long opposed the activities 
of Mr. Zhodiates, charging him with 
“proselyting” through newspaper ads 
that he has used in the face of a ban 
against public preaching. 


Meanwhile, and also under attack by 
Greek Orthodox leaders, Mr. Zodhiates’ 
brother, the Rev. Argos Zodhiates, has 
been ordered by security police to 
leave Greece January 24 when his visa 
expires. No explanation for the oust- 
er was given. 


And in Thessolonika, upon com- 
plaint by a Greek Orthodox monk that 
they tried to convert an Orthodox be- 
liever named George Pappas, two Je- 
hovah’s Witnesses were fined $68 and 
sentenced to 45 days in jail. 


The Greek Orthodox Church is an 
influential member of the World 
Council. Head of the Church’s Arch- 
diocese of North and South America 
is Archbishop Iakovos, one of the new 
Presidents of the WCC. 
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An editorial comment on world-wide ecumenism— 


New Delhi-Afterwards 


The World Council of Churches, com- 
prising 198 denominations the world 
around, has just finished an historic 
Third General Assembly at New Delhi, 
India. It is possible that this Assem- 
bly has revealed the direction the ecu- 
menical movement will take for the 
next generation. 


BEFORE NEW DELHI 


Before New Delhi, the World Coun- 
cil of Churches (WCC) existed more 
in name than in fact. Having held 
but two Assemblies in its history (some 
5 years between Assemblies), it was 
little more than a paper-image of 
its member denominations. Its active 
operations were limited largely to the 
work of its Commission on Interna- 
tional Affairs, a small group headed 
by O. Frederick Nolde of Philadelphia 
who went around the world urging the 
cessation of nuclear testing and total 
disarmament; and the work of its In- 
terchurch Aid and Relief agency, which 
distributed the gifts of the Churches 
in trouble spots such as the Congo 
and Palestine. 


Before New Delhi, the WCC by no 
means conveyed as radical a theologi- 
cal and social image as America’s Na- 
tional Council of Churches (N€C). 
To be sure the theological shallowness 
which characterizes the ecumenical 
movement generally could be detected 
in WCC literature, but not nearly as 
pronounced as in America’s NCC. 
There was a strong stand for “social 
justice,” but very little of the radical 
Socialist bias which gives aid and 
comfort to Communism, as can be 
seen in the NCC. 


Despite the presence of several Iron 
Curtain Churches, the WCC gave a 
stronger evangelical testimony than 
the NCC. This ‘testimony seemed des- 
tined for an even stronger expression 
following the meefing of the Central 


Committee in the fall of 1961, when 
a Trinitarian formula was suggested 
as an addition to the statement of 
faith required for membership in the 
WCC. 


The contrast between world ecumeni- 
city represented by the WCC and 
American ecumenicity represented by 
the NCC stood out clearly at New 
Delhi. Objections to a stronger the- 
ology in the membership statement 
came mostly from Americans. Radi- 
cal theological proposals also came 
mostly from Americans, such as Dr. 
Joseph Sittler, whose major address, 
“Called To Unity,” repudiating Au- 
gustine’s view of the separation of the 
spiritual and the temporal, of the 
Church and the world, shocked many 
non-American delegates. Dr. Billy 


Graham, who was in attendance dur- 
ing the first week of the Assembly, 
said to the press: 





JOINING THE PROCESSION for one of the WCC meetings is the Russian 


THE EDITOR 


“I am impressed with the wide the- 
ological disagreement that exists. 
There have been Conservatives and 
Liberals debating theology in the sec- 
tion which I have attended. The 
Americans tend to be more theologi- 
cally liberal than the European or the 
Asian leaders. 


“T am impressed with the leadership 
being exhibited by the African and 
Asian leaders. They do not hesitate 
to speak. I heard one Asian delegate 
by his arguments, his sincerity and 
his obvious humility absolutely dev- 
astate an American Liberal in a debate 
on a theological point... 


“I am delighted and encouraged by 
the strengthening of the theological 
basis of the World Council.” 


Before New Delhi, the Eastern Or- 
thodox Churches belonging to the WCC 
(mainly the Greek Orthodox) sat in 


odox Church delegation, headed by 32-year-old Archbishop Nicodim (sec- 


ond from left, front row). 
the archbishop. 
(RNS photo) 
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the meetings as members but frequent- 
ly disassociated themselves from the 
pronouncements and “messages” adopt- 
ed by the WCC. At the last Assembly 
in Evanston, the Orthodox went so 
far as to muddy the image of unanim- 
ity by declaring that there could not 
be any Church reunion unless the 
Churches came back to Orthodoxy 
where they belonged. 


Before New Delhi, total WCC opera- 
tions were relatively small as such 
things go. The Council’s annual bud- 
get was a modest $1,500,000 or there- 
abouts, compared with America’s NCC 
expenditures which run in the neigh- 
borhood of $17,000,000 a year. (The 
new WCC budget has been pegged at 
$2,167,350.) 


Finally, before New Delhi, the Euro- 
peans pretty well ran the show. To 
be sure Dr. Nolde of Philadelphia 
popped up wherever events of inter- 
national concern were transpiring 
from Suez to Laos, but by and large 
the WCC was identified with Dr. W. 
A. Visser ’t Hooft, genial Dutch gen- 
eral secretary, and with Geneva, the 
Council’s world headquarters. 


AT NEW DELHI 


Vast changes in the “big picture” 
became immediately apparent at New 
Delhi. For one thing, the “testimonial 
meeting” atmosphere of the first two 
Assemblies was replaced by a distinct 
“business meeting” atmosphere. Where- 
as the first two Assemblies had fo- 
cused on the desire of the Churches 
to come together, this Assembly took 
it for granted that the Churches have 
come together, therefore it preoccu- 
pied itself with what the Churches 
can do or must do together. By way 
of effect, a great deal of the devotional 
aspect of the other meetings disap- 
peared. Meetings of the sections (Wit- 
ness, Unity, Service) sometimes failed 
to open or close with prayer. 


The international situation being 
what it is, there were international 
overtones to problems of protocol and 
behavior. A leading English prelate 
lost more friends than he won by 
driving about in a dazzling Rolls Royce. 
The plight of one American church- 
man, who found himself in a mud hut 
with a mud floor and the most primi- 
tive sanitary facilities, added fuel to 
the rumor that the Americans were 
discriminated against in the billeting. 
This .was somewhat offset by the 
plight of four Africans who re- 
fused to occupy their assigned billets, 
instead camping in the lobby of the 


largest hotel in town until they were 
given a broom closet to sleep in. 


Then the entry of the Russians and 
the three other Orthodox bodies from 
behind the Iron Curtain rocked the 
boat not a little. 


Virtually all ecumenical leaders (es- 
pecially American) had been plugging 
for the admission of the Russian, Ro- 
manian, Bulgarian and Polish Ortho- 
dox Churches. Characteristically, 
those who pull the strings and estab- 
lish the policies had viewed the appli- 
cation of these Churches as a great 
“advance” in the ecumenical move- 
ment as well as a step “forward” in 
East-West relations. 


The Iron Curtain countries were ad- 
mitted with only 4 negative unit votes 
(unidentified, as the ballot was sec- 
ret). Nearly everybody rejoiced. 


Then came the inevitable and not 
unexpected awakening. An opening 
statement from Metropolitan Nicolai 
called for universal disarmament. The 
four Churches blandly reported (for 
purposes of commission appointments 
and Asssembly representation) a total 
membership of 70,000,000, many, many 
times more “Christians” than anybody 
had ever dreamed were still behind the 
Iron Curtain. (The whole WCC be- 
fore New Delhi had only some 170,- 
000,000 constituents.) 


These membership “figures” plus 
the rumors that other Churches be- 
hind the Iron and Bamboo Curtains 
might want to come in later (Dr. Jo- 
seph Hromadka of Czokoslovakia said 
he thought that churchmen from Com- 
munist China should be invited to 
East-West conferences being planned) 
suddenly gave ecumenical leaders the 
appearance of men with headaches. 


The Russians, who were billeted in 
the finest hotel, driven to and fro in 
Embassy cars, and accompanied every- 
where by unidentified “civilians,” im- 
mediately made their influence felt. 
Dropping into section meetings, often 
not to participate in the discussion 
but simply to read a prepared state- 
ment and then leave, they managed 
to torpedo, for example (according to 
Newsweek) that part of one report 
which would have sent the Assembly’s 
good wishes to the Vatican Council 
scheduled to meet next year in Rome. 
Russia’s 32-year-old Nicodim didn’t 
want good wishes to go to the “organ- 
ized state” of the Vatican. 


After the other Orthodox bodies an- 
nounced that henceforth they would 


no longer act independently of th 
others in the drafting of pronounce. 
ments and “messages,” ‘Western ey. | 
menical leaders frankly declared tha 
they foresaw major changes in Coyp. 
cil policies and programs. Dr. Henry 
P. Van Dusen, long-time in the fore. 
front of the ecumenical movement, cop. 
ceded that the Council would hence. 
forth be dominated by the Orthodox 
bloc, which by the next Assembly 
could conceivably muster up to 40 per 
cent of the total voting delegates, 


However, Orthodoxy has not yet tak. 
en over. The vital Central Committee, 
which runs the WCC between Assem. 
blies, was increased from 90 to 100, 
but of that number the Orthodox haye 
only 17 seats at the moment. 


The absorption of the International 
Missionary Council (an association of 
councils and agencies doing mission. 
ary work, such as the NCC) by the 
WCC brought under the control of the 
world organization about 1/3 of al] 
missionary work, in many cases by 
organizations not in the World Cou. 
cil. 


Some of the far-reaching prospects 
of the WCC-IMC merger became clear 
before the Assembly adjourned. Some 
member-Churches of the WCC demand- 
ed that proselyting by mission groups 
be brought to a halt. (Thus the Ethi- 
opian Coptic Church is not happy about 
missionary work in Ethiopia and bring- 
ing the IMC under the control of the 
WCC will give this Church a chance 
to do something about it.) 


Most ominous, however, is the pros- 
pect that the WCC missions activity 
may take on political dimensions. Some 
observers saw the groundwork being 
laid for a policy of having the emerg- 
ing nations of Africa and Asia agree 
to authorize the WCC to certify all 
missionaries seeking admission to these 
countries. This would mean that only 
those missionaries acceptable to the 
WCC would be granted visas. 


The note of harmony was further 
muted by a resolution, which passed | 
179-177, condemning Portuguese ac- 
tions in Angola (it was wryly noted 
that no Portuguese Churches were mem- 
bers of the Council) while the Assem- 
bly acknowledged that the same sort 
of thing was going on elsewhere. 


Too, some delegates, mostly Ameri- 
can, thought that the addition of “Jesus 
Christ as Lord and Saviour according 
to the Scriptures ... to the glory of 


(Cont. on p. 17, col. 1) 
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The second of two sermons by a noted French Reformed minister, first delivered 
to his own congregation at the Temple de Saint-Germain-en Laye, Seine-et-Oise— 


Text: Genesis 5:5, “And all the days 
that Adam lived were nine hundred 
and thirty years: and he died.” 


As long as Adam and Eve wor- 
shipped and served God according to 
His Word, they allowed themselves 
voluntarily to be governed by Him; 
their affections, their feelings were 
untroubled and well ordered. They 
were kept by the thought that God 
is just, that nothing is better than 
obedience to His commandments; that 
the ultimate goal of the happy life 
is to be loved by Him. 


But the native innocence of man 
must become an acquired holiness. As 
a creature of free will, man, in order 
to express voluntary faithfulness, 
thoughtful submission, and true devo- 
tion, was to be put to the test, with- 
out which he would not have been 
free. 


SIN ENTERS 


After an undetermined period of 
time, we encounter a shock more vio- 
lent than the others. Satan, who had 
no communication with him at that 
time, chose for a mouthpiece the most 
wily creature that the Eternal One 
had created, and outwardly confronted 
man face to face in this manner. 
Through the instrumentality of an in- 
ferior being, whom man ought to have 
mastered and brought to obedience by 
virtue of his regal calling, Satan 
strove to reach man’s most noble at- 
tribute: his faith in the Word of God. 


Just as God shows Himself to men 
only through His true Word, so Satan 
appears to them only through his de- 
ceitful word. In two instances the 
Word of God was challenged. The pos- 
sibility that the Word of God is not 
true and that the word of the Tempter 
might be — herein lies the root of all 
temptation. From the moment that 


Adam 


(Part 11) 


this possibility enters the mind and 
penetrates the heart, the fall is im- 
minent and sin is committed; from 
this time sin is ruler of man’s reason 
and heart. 


Faith unites us with God; unbelief 
separates us from Him. Faith is the 
channel by which we receive life from 
God; unbelief, the channel by which 
death takes possession of us. 


When God’s Word is scorned, He 
cannot be worshipped or served. When 
Satan’s word is honored, it is he who 
is worshipped and served. 


Eve and Adam had sinned with their 
own knowledge and by their own will. 
Their conscience bore testimony to 
their act and judged them. Was not 
the fact that they were ashamed a 
certain indication of their knowledge 
of guilt? Each looks at himself. Pan- 
ic seizes them. In order to hide their 
souls they cover up their bodies. But 
they do not think of humbling them- 
selves before God! 


They live one night of confusion 
and shame. What will happen tomor- 
row, at sunrise? ... 


When the stars grow dim, they are 
no longer the same: there is no more 
joyous and truthful conversation, as 
is their custom. Their deepest 
thoughts are only an inner dialogue 
which is not transmissible. The si- 
lence of sin separates them. Ah! the 
silences which sin imposes upon our 
tormented consciences! 


With daylight and the breeze of 
dawn appear to them signs of the 
presence of God. They lose their heads 
and run to hide under the trees in the 
Garden .. . “All men want to bury 
the ignominy of their vices under 
ineffectual leaves, until God has sharp- 
ly touched their consciences with His 


REV. PIERRE MARCEL 


God snatches them 
from their flight: He calls, He is 
there, He speaks! Until now they 
had heard God speak without fearing 
His voice. His Word was gentle and 
kind, and caused them to rejoice. But, 
... on this morning, they are terrified. 
Why? Because their sin made for 
them a new God. 


God, henceforth, knows what man 
wishes to hide from Him. He destroys 
false excuses; He demands confession; 
He speaks as Sovereign, He prophesies, 
He decrees, He punishes. 


GOD PROVIDES A WAY 


But He is also the God Who now 
pardons, Who promises, Who protects 
man — in respect to God and himself 
— against his own sin and its conse- 
quences. 


Until that time Adam and Eve 
knew God only in His grandeur and 
His kindness as Creator and Lord; 
they will also know Him henceforth 
in Christ, in His grace and love. By 
the declaration stated in verse fifteen, 
God promised them victory over Satan, 
and redressed and refreshed their 
hearts which were beaten down with 
despair. He promised! In Christ, the 
human kind will finally be the strong- 
est, and the Church of God, with its 
Leader, will rise victoriously against 
Satan. 


voice.” (Calvin). 


Moreover, in the situation at hand, 
it is certain that this promise con- 
tained per se remission of sins and 
eternal salvation. 


Before this time, Adam’s communi- 
cation with God was life-giving, and 
the tree of life had been added as a 
pledge and a sacrament of this life. 
Henceforth he would have to regain 
life in the death of Christ, by Whose 
life he was living then, and maintain 
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his communion (according to the grip- 
ping affirmation of the Apocalypse) 
with “the Lamb (of God) slain from 
the foundation of the world” (Rev. 
13:8). 


But, we shall ask, why is God still 
angry after being reconciled? My 
friends, when God punishes the faith- 
ful, He does not consider what they 
have merited, but what will be most 
profitable for them in the future. In 
that respect He acts more like a phy- 
sician than a judge. Yes, when He 
forgives us, He does it completely, 
and not halfway! But He wishes to 
educate us according to an appropriate 
pedagogy. We must therefore hold 
to this general principle that all the 
afflictions to which our lives are sub- 
ject are necessary exercises by which 
God urges us to repent, to be humble, 
to be on our guard, and to withstand 
sin’s temptations. 


This pedagogy deals no longer with 
the punishment of committed sin: all 
is of grace! 


Grace, grace! For God pronounces 
only temporal afflictions so that it 
will be possible for man to lay hold 
of eternal life! 


For Adam and Eve, another life 
began. They now must work to pro- 
vide for their immediate subsistence— 
cumbersome work, full of tediousness 
and quarreling. All must be accomp- 
lished with their own hands, and the 
earth resists. Had they doubted that 
the Word of God was true? Upon 
seeing how His Word becomes reality: 
“Cursed is the ground for thy sake; 
in sorrow shalt thou eat of it all the 
days of thy life. Thorns also and 
thistles shall it bring forth to thee” 
.. . they can no longer doubt that the 
entire Word of God is pure Truth. 
Adam learns to know inclemency, 
drought, and rains out of season. Con- 
fusion in the animal and vegetable 
kingdoms and disorder all around him 
show Adam each day the seriousness 
and the fruits of his sin, and point 
him to repentance. 


Yielding peacefully to his labors, 
troubles, and sufferings, Adam must 
render to God as a token of faith an 
acceptable sacrifice of obedience. This 
he does, for he can indeed see that the 
earth, in spite of all, is yet full of 
the mercy of God; he knows that his 
subsistence comes only from God’s 
benediction. 


HUMANITY INCREASES 


But there is yet another evidence 
of God’s blessing. The sin of Adam 


and Eve is tempered with grace, so 
much so that they are not weary of 
life to the extent of refusing procrea- 
tion; their distress does not keep their 
hearts from being strengthened or 
weaken their hope for posterity: 
“Adam knew the truly paternal mode- 
ration of the wrath of God, when he 
first begat children.” (Calvin). 


Eve brought into the world Cain 
and Abel, and a number of other chil- 
dren, male and female. Soon Adam 
was to ascertain that his children were 
sinners like himself. A tragic acknowl- 
edgement for a father, to realize that 
his children are like him even in their 
vices! They, too, were mortal. They, 
too, would have to come to know the 
holy God, to repent, to seek communion 








On Trial? 


I grow weary of hearing that “Chris- 
tianity is on trial.” The fact is that 
if by “Christianity” is meant the eter- 
nal Gospel of man’s redemption in 
Christ, that is never on trial. No one 
can put the power that has and shall 
conquer the world on trial. It is high 
time we stopped talking as though 
some court of human opinion were 
competent to rate the effectiveness of 
the Gospel and then accept or reject 
it on the basis of the scoring.—How- 
ARD G. HAGEMAN, in The Church Her- 
ald. 








with Christ, pardon, and reconcilia- 
tion, and their parents’ ministry would 
be to instruct them accordingly and 
urge them so to do. 


All evidence brings us to believe 
that when Cain killed Abel, they were 
both adults with families of their own. 
Confronted with Abel’s corpse, men 
understood to what point their sin 
could lead them. The Word of God 
was true: “Thou shalt surely die.” 


Henceforth Adam saw his household 
divided, as Cain and his family lived 
to the east of Eden. Such a separa- 
tion was accomplished by religious 
schism, for Cain’s family had with- 
drawn themselves from the face of 
the Eternal One, thus denying the 
faith of their parents. 


ANOTHER ABEL 


But there was another son born: 
Seth. And although Seth was made 
“in his (Adam’s) own likeness, after 
his image,” that is, a sinner, the birth 
of this child “appointed . . . instead of 


Abel,” whom they missed a great deal, 
caused joy and hope to reappear jp 
their home. 


As the child grew, they noticed that 
he was godly and believing. This was 
a new Abel, a regenerate man, who 
was going to compensate for all the 
anxieties and shame occasioned by the 
other. A spiritual communion between 
son and parents was established. Ang 
what happened then? Did this mean 
that more than a century of exper. 
ience was necessary to teach man the 
necessity of uniting in common wor. 
ship to honor God and receive the 
strength needed for victory over sin? 
Was this perhaps a revelation, a first 
pentecost? Undoubtedly that is all 
true. One sentence in verse twenty. 
six reveals a notable change. “Then 
began men to call upon the Name of 
the Lord.” The Church was born, with 
its worship, liturgy, sacrifices, and 
singing — all that was necessary in 
order to serve and honor God. 


We see magnified the godliness of 
a family which began to serve God in 
purity and holiness, while in the 
descendants of Cain and the majority 
of others, religion was corrupt. Seth 
was a good and faithful servant of 
God. With his posterity, the Church 
expanded, and from that time has al- 
ways been kept miraculously by di- 
vine protection, that the Name of God 
might not be completely suppressed 
on earth. What gratification for Adam 
and his wife, what a crowning for 
their long, solitary combat, what hope 
for the future of the grace! It is 
truly the presence of the Church which 
henceforth gave man a “raison d'etre.” | 
Mankind could again set out upon new 
conquests in accordance with its ac- | 
cepted calling. 


And Seth begat Enos, Enos Cainan, 
Cainan Mehalaleel, the latter Jared, 
the latter Enoch, and the latter Me | 
thuselah, who begat Lamech. And 
Adam knew them all, up to the eighth 
generation. 


Let us consider the breadth of 
Adam’s ministry at the head of this 
imposing family. What authority 
rapidly became his! Adam, the most 
learned leader, who was the summa- 
tion of all tradition, knowledge, and 
wisdom of that time! He who could 
bear testimony of everything since 
creation as having seen it with his 
own eyes! How he could describe | 
the beauties of Eden which had onee | 
been his dwelling place, and the rich- } 


(Cont. on p. 16, col. 2) 
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THE BELK BROTHERS 
Since 1886 


Since the opening of our first Belk-Simpson store, 
our endeavor has been to be more than just 
another merchant. We have set forth a united 
consecrated effort, dedicated to the task of securing 


superior quality merchandise, giving our customers 
a better value than any other merchant. In follow- 


ing Mr. William Henry Belk’s philosophy of mer- 
chandising, we continue to offer honest dealing 
with friendly service. 


In doing this we seek— 


TO GIVE prompt courteous service, treating our 
customers as you would a guest in your home. 


TO GIVE the best selection of merchandise from 
top quality fashions to basement bargains. 


TO GIVE satisfaction guaranteed with every 
purchase. 











TO GIVE credit terms arranged to meet your 
budget in stores doing credit. 


Belk-Simpson Department Stores 
an integral part of the South 
since 1923 


BELK-SIMPSON stores are ready to serve you in 


the finest Southern tradition of quality, courtesy 
and honest dealings. 


for the finest in FM radio stay tuned to WMIT 


SOUTH CAROLINA 





Belk-Simpseun Co. 
Greenville, S. 
J. A. Ellison, Resident Mgr. 
| aoe og ge Swre 
Sreeeeee, 5. 

. Smith, Resident Mgr. 
a Dollar Store 
Greenville, 8. C. 
R. P. Crumpler, Resident Mgr. 
Belk’s Department Store 
Lancaster, S. C. 
B. L. Plyler, Resident Mgr. 
Belk’s Department Store 
Camden, 8. C. 
J. A. Hagins, Resident Mgr. 
Belk’s Department Store 
wy 8. C. 
D. . Smith, Resident Mgr. 
oeamaaaes Co. 
Darlington, S. C. 
J. H. Lyles, Resident Mgr. 
Belk’s Department Store 
Laurens, S. C. 
J. T. Holmes, Resident Mgr. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Abbeville, S. C. 
J. S. Hagins, Resident Mgr. 
Belk-Hagins i. 
Kershaw, S. 
Cc. E. AY ‘Resident Mgr. 
Efird’s Dept. Store 
Clinton, S. C. 
w. L. Hubbard, Mgr. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Beaufort, S. C. 
L. A. Reeves, Resident Mgr. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Fountain Inn, S. C. 
E. J. Copeland, Resident Mgr. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Woodruff, S. C. 
F. B. Hagins, Resident Mgr. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Honea Path, S. C. 
T. R. Martin, Resident Mgr. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Whitmire, S. C. 
R. Grier Robinson, Resident Mgr. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Manning, S. C. 
Ww. M. Gettys, Resident Mgr. 


NORTH CAROLINA 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Hendersonville, N. C. 

R. E. McCormick, Resident Mgr. 
Belk's Department Store 
Brevard, 

J. E. Smith, Resident Mgr. 


KENTUCKY 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Harlan, Ky. 
Delmar Tolliver, Resident Mgr. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Corbin, Ky. 
W. C. Ashley, Resident Mgr. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Winchester, Ky. 
T. L. Beckman, Resident Mgr. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Mt. Sterling, Ky. 





Willoughby Smith, Resident Mgr. 


Belk-Simpson Co. 

Frankfort, Ky. 

E. C. Huggins, Resident Mgr. 
GEORGIA 

Belk-Simpson Co. 

Bainbridge, Ga. 

M. D. Ashley, Resident Mgr. 
ARKANSAS 

Belk-Simpson Co. 

Paragould, Ark. 

W. H. Wade, Resident Mgr. 
OHIO 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Athens, Ohio 
Joe Kelly, Resident Mgr. 


MISSOURI 
Belk-Simpson Co. 


Carthage, Mo. 
J. A. McCaskill, Resident Mgr. 
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DITORIALS 


Christian Student Sunday 


December 31 is Christian Student 
Sunday in most denominations, a time 
when platforms and pulpits will be 
occupied by college students, telling 
their home congregations what is be- 
ing done in Student Work. 


Those in Campus Christian Life 
work today have a most difficult task 
at best. College young people have 
less faith and less interest in religion 
today than at any time in our nation’s 
history. The generation of young pa- 
gans spawned by progressive educa- 
tion in school and church is now on 
college campuses at flood tide. The 
attitude of these young people is shock- 
ing even the most sophisticated campus 
deans and chaplains. 


An official of Inter-Varsity describes 
the situation this way: “Ten years 
ago Inter-Varsity was the largest stu- 
dent religious group on the University 
of Michigan campus, with 300 stu- 
dents. Today I-V is still the largest 
student group, with 60 students. Ten 
years ago churches serving the Uni- 
versity held multiple services and the 
students crowded in. Today one serv- 
ice suffices and it is not always fully 
attended.” 


The Rev. Robert Bluford, Director 
of Campus Christian Life for the Pres- 
byterian Church, US, had this to say 
in a recent letter to ministers of the 
denomination: 


“One problem we confront is the 
apathy of so many students to- 
ward the Gospel and the Church. 
This is true not only of Presby- 
terian students but it is typical 
of students of most religious 
groups. The percentage of stu- 
dents who care to be involved in 
the life of the Church on or near 
the campus is relatively small. 
Frequently we are asked why so 
many young people are lost to 
the Church when they go off to 
college. Experience indicates that 
a great majority of our young peo- 
ple have developed a negative at- 
titude toward the Church before 
they have even seen the campus.” 


We have said before that Student 
Work, especially at the college level, 


needs to be strengthened above any 
other in the Church’s schedule. Cam- 
pus Christian Life committees deserve 
all the support that presbyteries and 
synods can give them. 


Above all, let us avoid one common 
mistake: The answer does not lie in 
an overhaul of the Gospel. Let us 
not be tempted to “make the Gospel 
relevant,” meaning “update” it to the 
satisfaction of the young moderns un- 
der our charge. This simply com- 
pounds the problem, making idolators 
out of former agnostics, for the mod- 
ern “Gospel” of “relationships” — Ex- 
istentialism — is idolatry. 





How Co-Existence Works 


A Russian peasant, visiting a 
Moscow zoo for the first time, was 
shocked to see a big bear and a lit- 
tle lamb in the same cage. 


“What’s this?” he asked. 


“That,” said the guide proudly, 
“is peaceful co-existence.” 


The peasant still looked doubt- 
ful. 


“Of course, added the guide, 
“we have to put in a fresh lamb 
every morning.”—Militant Truth. 





Neurotic Music 


Some time ago we wrote an editorial, 
“Dishonest Music,” referring to the 
“music” which pours from radio and 
T. V. these days, a cacaphony of dis- 
cordant and jarring sounds, as honest 
as the surrealistic “art”? some of which 
is also the product of spiritually 
diseased minds. 


There is another aspect of modern 
music which we have noticed of late: 
the increasing popularity of. the neu- 
rotic ballad. We have reference to 
the words of some “popular” tunes. 
Some of these ballads go with lovely 
tunes, others with “music” straight 
from the jungle, or worse. 


But it is the obvious neurosis of the 
words about which we are Writing; 
words so inane, confused and puerile 
that one wonders at the minds which 
produce them. 


Furthermore, a good many songs 
today are designed, and used, for ep. 
ticement to seduction — for immoral 
purposes. Some of them were writ. 
ten for movies in which sex deviations 
and depravity are portrayed to “adult 
audiences.” 


The writer does not believe any. 
one enjoys good music, catchy tunes 
and sensible ballads more than he. 
But much of that which we hear to. 
day has no rightful place on God's 
earth or in His air. Public morality 
cannot be left to “freedom.” People 
who care must act if decency is to 
prevail. 

—L. N. B. 





How’s That Again? 


The rallying cry of modern existen- 
tial theology is, “Make the Gospel rel- 
evant for the renewal of the Church 
in our time!” 


What does this mean? 


For devotees this means, among oth- 
er things, “Express the symbols of 
faith in contemporary thought forms!” 


And what does that mean? We 
quote the leading influence upon young 
moderns of radical inclination within 
the Church: 


How might one so particularize 
both his rational clarity about the 
Christ image and his participation 
in the symbol so that his individual 
relationships in life would be 
grounded at every point in the 
Christ image? .. . “Work out your 
salvation in fear and trembling 
for it is God that is at work in 
you.” . . . To work out one’s sal- 
vation in fear and trembling is to 
take the image-mission-task para- 
dox and to press it upon the con- 
cretions of life like a cookie cutter 
which shapes one’s neuroses for a 
life thrust ... 


Are you left bewildered by Existen- 
tialism posing as religion — such as 
here and in the Study Book for wom- 
en this year, Not Like Ordinary Men, 
a textbook on Existentialism in which 
Laurence Kinney rhapsodizes his ad- 
miration for the Jewish existentialist, 
Martin Buber? 


Perhaps a couple of quotations will 
help identify Existentialism and sug- 
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gest differences between it and Chris- 
tianity. We recently saw a statement 
in a radical theological paper in which 
the author spoke “existentially” of his 
recent trip to Europe: 


In one sense I cannot speak of 
Europe at all. I can only speak 
of Europe as it spoke to us. Yet 
this is to speak of Europe, like a 
great art form which addresses 
all who have ears to hear, and 
though one listener may hear one 
thing and another something else, 
nonetheless it is the work of art 
that speaks. So in speaking of 
Europe as Europe spoke to me, 
I speak of Europe. 


Now substitute the word “Word” 
for the word “Europe” and an existen- 
tial view of the Bible appears: 


In one sense I cannot speak of 
the Word of God at all. I can 
only speak of the Word as the 
Word speaks to me out of the 
Bible. Yet this is to speak of 
the Word, like a great art form 
which addresses all who have ears 
to hear, and though one listener 
may hear one thing and another 
something else, nonetheless it is 
the Bible speaking to each, as a 
work of art. So in speaking of 
the Word as it comes to me from 
the Bible, I speak of the Word. 


The Christian view of God and the 
Bible might appear thus: 


We cannot know everything about 
God, or even everything about the 
Word of God. But what we do 
know we can know with certainty, 
as objective, factual truth. This 
truth is revealed in the Word of 
God, a disclosure of Himself that 
is trustworthy and saving. It is 
not subjective, uncertain, saying 
one thing to one person and an- 
other thing to another. It points 
out the only way, the only spiritual 
truth, the only life, which is in Je- 
sus Christ outside of whom no 
man comes to the Father. This 
Word of God, as far as we are 
concerned is the Bible, about which 
the Confession of Faith says: 
“The whole counsel of God, con- 
cerning all things necessary for 
His own glory, man’s salvation, 
faith and life, is either expressly 
set down in Scripture, or by good 
and necessary consequences may 
be deduced from Scripture: unto 
which nothing at any time is to be 
added, whether by new revelations 
of the Spirit or traditions of men.” 


A Layman And His Church f 


Dr. L. Nelson Bell 


SMOKE AND FIRE 


Pendulums have a way of swinging 
all the way in one direction before 
they swing all the way in another. At 
the moment an extreme swing of the 
pendulum is building up against those 
individuals and organizations warn- 
ing America of the Communist menace. 


Being one of those receiving a con- 
tinuing avalanche of literature from 
anti-Communist individuals and groups 
we know a little of what is being said 
and done. 


Unquestionably many of these peo- 
ple are reacting from blind fear and 
as a result they are striking out wild- 
ly, in many instances making complete- 
ly unjustified attacks, seeing a Com- 
munist conspiracy in every place and 
every thing. 


Furthermore, we suspect that some 
of these individuals may be beating 
the drums of patriotism for monetary 
and publicity rewards. 


We believe that extremists do their 
cause a grave disservice and in so do- 
ing are playing directly into the hands 
of the very people they wish to thwart. 


But part of the present confusion 
is due to the urgency of the danger 
and the apparent failure of others 
to recognize it. The avowed program 
of world Communism, and its inexor- 
able spread across the earth cannot be 
dismissed with a shrug, nor can it be 
stopped by being oblivious to actual 
happenings. It is from such apparent 
indifferences that extremism is born. 


If the present furor could be laid 
at the door of extremists alone it would 
be of but passing importance. How- 
ever, can there be smoke where there 
is no fire? Where, we ask, is that 
fair but effective reaction against the 
continuing efforts of subversives work- 
ing within our nation? Where, we 
further ask, is that much needed re- 
vulsion against the indoctrination of 
our people with Socialism, and of our 
young people with a down-grading of 
patriotism? What is being suggested 
to correct the over-all softening of 
our national life due to a loss of 
spiritual and moral values? 


A few days ago the writer was in 
Washington. A man with a deep and 
impressive voice phoned, said he wished 
to enlist our support of an all-out 
drive to expose and suppress the “ex- 
tremists who are making wild allega- 
tions against some of our outstanding 
politicians and leaders.” 


We asked him: “Are you equally 
concerned about the other side of the 
coin? Can you explain to us why 
only a few weeks ago Mr. Owen Lat- 
timore was in Outer Mongolia, ap- 
parently with the full backing of the 
State Department, negotiating a treaty 
with that Communist state and urging 
that we extend diplomatic recognition 
to it?” 


The sputtering at the other end 
of the line convinced the writer that 
the caller was interested in one thing 
only — the suppression of extreme 
conservatives. 


We have no sympathy with anyone 
making unfounded charges and sowing 
suspicion and discord. We have less 
sympathy with those who are anti- 
anti-Communist, playing directly into 
the hands of the enemy. 


In our judgment the Communists 
are boring from within. Their sympa- 
thetic followers, or dupes, are to be 
found in many of our institutions — 
wherever a denial or neglect of God 
is permitted to flourish — and be- 
cause of their insiduous and unending 
work these will destroy our nation if 
they can. 


We would suggest that somewhere 
in America a group be formed which 
will (without political bias and with 
complete objectivity) take a look at our 
American heritage and the freedoms 
which are a part of that heritage; and 
then at anything which is eroding our 
national life, lowering our moral and 
spiritual values and subverting our 
ideals to make them conform to Mos- 
cow’s dream of world domination. 
Furthermore we suggest that this 
group study the methods Communists 


(Cont. on p. 16, col. 3) 
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By REV. NORMAN E. HARPER 


I. LESSON INTRODUCTION. 


During the January - March quarter the lessons are designed to 
compare the Ten Commandments as given through Moses with 
their exposition as given by Jesus Christ. God designed the rules 
by which all human life must be regulated. These rules have 
always been, are now, and will continue to be very relevant for 
Each lesson this quarter will be concerned 
with a thorough examination of one of the commandments in 


Christian living. 


Lesson for January 7, 1962 
LAWS FOR LIVING 


Bible Material: Exodus 32-34; Deu. 
teronomy 5:1-21; Matthew 5:1-20 


Devotional Reading: Matthew 15:1.9, 


the light of the teaching of our Lord. A final lesson is on the 19-20 


summary of the law: to love both God and neighbor. Our lesson 
today is something of an introduction to the series. It deals with 
what the law is and the manner it was given to Moses on Sinai. 


Il. THE GIVING OF THE LAW (Exodus 34:1- 
8, 28). 


The Ten Commandments were given on two “tables” 
or tablets of stone (Exodus 31:18). Although the 
Scripture does not make the division clear, the natural 
assumption is that the first table includes the first 
through the fourth commandments, stating our duty 
to God; and the second table is composed of the fifth 
through the tenth commandments, showing our duty 
to our fellow men. 


God had marvelously manifested His grace to His 
people, Israel. He had raised up Moses to lead the 
people out of bondage in Egypt. He had brought 
them across the Red Sea and the Wilderness. Truly, 
He had kept His covenant promise to be their God. 
And now, at Mount Sinai, He gave them the law in- 
cluding the Ten Commandments as a blessing be- 
stowed by a loving Father (Deuteronomy 5:6). But 
how short their memories were! And how dim their 
spiritual vision! Even as Moses was on Mount Sinai 
meeting with God in their behalf, the people forsook 
Moses and turned their backs on God. Growing weary 
of waiting for Moses to return from the Mount, they 
succeeded in getting weak hearted Aaron to make an 
idol to worship (Exodus 32). Thus they broke the 
Covenant. Having broken the Covenant it was only 
through the intercession of Moses that the Covenant 
was restored (Exodus 33:14). 


1. God set forth the conditions on which the tables 
would be renewed (34:1-4). Moses, in his righteous 





THE REV. NORMAN E. HARPER, writer of this 
quarter’s lessons on “Jesus and the Ten Commandments,” 
is associate professor of Bible and Christian Education 
at Belhaven College, Jackson, Miss. He holds the B.A. 
and M.A. degrees from Mississippi College and was an 
honor graduate at Columbia Theological Seminary. Be- 
fore entering seminary he was a high school principal at 
Brandon, Miss., two years. Before joining the Belhaven 
faculty four years ago he was pastor of the Wynndale 
church, Terry, Miss. 
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indignation at the idolatry of the people, had broken 
the first tables of the law which God had given him 
(32:19). He was then commanded to hew two new 
tables of stone, bring them up Mount Sinai, and pre- 
sent them unto Jehovah. The sacredness of the place 
and solemnity of this event is emphasized bv the fact 
that the people were directed not to ascend the mount 
nor were their flocks or herds to even feed before 
the mount. 


In the case of the first pair of tablets of stone con- 
taining the commandments, both the writing and the 
stones came from God without the use of human agency 
(31:18). On the occasion of the renewal of the tables, 
the stones were provided by Moses and the writing 
was done by God. The stones hewn by Moses’ hand 
would serve as a perpetual reminder to the people 
that they had broken the Covenant. (cf 34:28) 


2. God proclaimed the glory of His being (34:5-7). 
Early in the morning of the appointed day Moses 
ascended the mountain with the two tables of stone 
as he was commanded. Jehovah descended in a cloud 
and set forth to Moses His glorious attributes. (Read 
verses 6 and 7 in which God speaks of Himself as 
gracious, longsuffering, goodness, truth, holiness. and 
justice.) Luther very aptly calls this passage “the 
sermon on the Name of the Lord.” 


The Ten Commandments which follow are based 
upon and describe the very glorious character of God. 
It is for this reason that moral conduct is never a 
relative thing. If a thing is morally right in anv time 
and place it will be morallv right for evervene in every 
time and place because the holy character of God 
upon which the law is grounded is unchangeable (Mal- 
achi 3:6, Hebrews 13:8, James 1:17). 


3. God wrote the Ten Commandments upon the 
tables of stone (34:28). God wrote upon the tables 
of stone presented Him by Moses, “the words of the 
Covenant, the Ten Commandments.” The moral law, 
therefore, is not the invention of men. It has its 
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origin in God. Thus its use must not be according 
to the will of men, but according to the will of its Au- 
thor. This is true of all parts of God’s revelation— 
His entire Word. We must approach the study of a 
ture prayerfully (Psalms 119:18), regularly (Johsua 1: 
8), believing that it is the Word of God (I Thess. 2: 
13), with a willingness to apply it to our life (Mark 


4:20) . 


Having been with the Lord for a second period of 
forty days and forty nights, Moses descended the moun- 
tain with the two new tables of the law, his face shin- 
ing so brightly with the glory of God that the people 
could not bear to look upon it (34:29). 


IIL THE NATURE OF THE LAW (Matthew 5: 
17-20) . 


The discourse of Jesus referred to as the “Sermon 
on the Mount” took place during the second year of 
His ministry at the height of His popularity. From 
an eminence on a mountain in the vicinity of Caper- 
naum and in the presence of “the Twelve” and a large 
crowd who had followed Him out from Capernaum, 
Jesus delivered the Sermon which is recorded in Mat- 
thew 5-7. In the portion of the Sermon assigned for 
our lesson today (5:17-20) the essential nature of the 
law is explained. We take the teachings of the Lord 
Jesus as a “Commentary” on the law given to Moses. 


1. The law is fulfilled by Christ (5:17). Our Lord 
said that it was not His purpose to destroy “the law 
or the prophets.” “The law and the prophets” was 
a common way of referring to the Old Testament. The 
connective “or” being used instead of “and” simply 
indicates that there was not any part of the Old Testa- 
ment that His coming would destroy. 


“Fulfill” means to “clarify.” In this sense, the Lord 
Jesus’ teachings were not a new law but a perfect 
explanation of the eternal law of God. 


Fulfill also means to “carry out.” Jesus perfectly 
carried out the demands of the Old Testament law. 
Bishop J. C. Ryle comments on this: 


“The Lord Jesus came to fulfill the predic- 
tions of the prophets, who had long foretold 
that a Saviour would one day appear. He 
came to fulfill the ceremonial law, by becom- 
ing the great sacrifice for sin, to which all 
the Mosaic offerings had ever pointed. He 
came to fulfill the moral law, by yielding to 
it perfect obedience which we could never 
have yielded — and by paying the penalty 
for our breach of it with His atoning blood, 
which we could never have paid.” 


It may be well to add a note here concerning the 
significance of Christ’s fulfilling the moral law. Christ 
not only paid the penalty for sin thus removing our 
debt, but He also through His active obedience merited 
for us the greatest spiritual asset, eternal life (Romans 
10:4). In profound gratitude, therefore, the sinner 
justified by Christ should strive in dependence upon 
God to make use of the moral law as his rule of life 
(Romans 3:3]). 


_ 2. The law in its entirety is permanent (5:18). It 
is the understanding of this writer that the term “law” 


in verse 18 applies to the whole Old Testament and 
not exclusively to the Ten Commandments. However, 
the character of permanence which is here ascribed to 
the whole would certainly also be true of all that 
was included in it, that is, to each of its parts. 


“Till heaven and earth pass” is not to say that at 
some particular time the law will be abolished. Rather, 
it is a way of saying that if there is any thing of which 
you can be certain, it is the permanence of God’s rev- 
elation of Himself — His Word, or the Scriptures. 
The revelation of God is as eternal as the Person 
of God and as unchanging as the character of God. 


The “jot” is the smallest letter in the Hebrew lan- 
guage while the “tittle” is the extremity or projected 
point of a Hebrew letter. The equivalent idea today 
would be to say: “not the dotting of an ‘i’ nor the 
crossing of a ‘t’ will be changed.” The expression 
means that the Old Testament in its entirety is in- 
violate. Not one thought, not one detail, not one 
word, of the Old Testament, is to be treated as im- 
permanent or changeable. 


3. All of the moral law is important for the Chris- 
tian life (5:19). The term “Commandments” in this 
verse refers to the Ten Commandments. Jesus has, 
therefore, now turned from speaking of the Old Testa- 
ment as a whole to the moral law specifically. 


For the Pharisees, some of the law was more im- 
portant, some less important. Here Christ is using 
their own concept of the law to show the importance 
of keeping all of it. Those who regard some of the 
law as unimportant — to be broken without fear of 
consequence — and teach this erroneous concept to 
others shall be called least in the Kingdom of Heaven. 


Jesus is not speaking here of the requirements for 
entering the Kingdom of Heaven for His remarks 
describe an attitude which apparently does not exclude 
from the Kingdom, but puts one in a less glorious 
position. On the other hand, the person who, regard- 
ing all the law as important, performs and teaches the 
law in its entirety “shall be called great in the King- 
dom of Heaven.” 


4. The law is essentially spiritual in its demands 
(5:20). The righteousness of the scribes and Pharisees 
consisted of outward conformity to traditional interpre- 
tations of the law which the rabbis had handed down. 
The righteousness which Jesus required was of the 
heart, touching the motives, affections, and will of 
man. Giving lip service to the law of God as the 
Pharisees did, without a heart in which love and 
obedience is planted or without inner commitment 
to the law in all of its spiritual implications is not to 
belong to the Kingdom of Heaven at all! 


Who then was teaching a new doctrine in Jesus’ day? 
Our Lord was explaining the wonderful harmony be- 
tween His discourses and the Old Testament. The 
scribes and the Pharisees, however, with their own 
inventions had so distorted the real meaning of “the 
law and the prophets” that their doctrine was actually 
contrary to the original meaning of the Old Testament. 





He who turns from God in the morning will scarcely 
find Him the rest of the day.—BUNYAN, Modern Dictionary 
of Thoughts. 
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Youth Pro 


By REV. B. HOYT EVANS 


FOR JANUARY 7, 1962: AM I SURE I’M A CHRISTIAN? 


Scripture: I John 5:1-13 
Suggested Hymns 
“My Faith Looks up to Thee” 
“How Firm a Foundation” 
“My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less” 


PROGRAM LEADER’S INTRODUCTION: Many 
sincere church people seem to be very uncertain about 
their own personal relation to the Lord. When asked 
if they are Christians, they are likely to answer, “I 
hope so,” or, “I’m trying to be,” or, “I’m not sure, 
but I want to be.” God intended that we should have 
certainty about our salvation. The book of I John 
was written for this purpose: “. . . that ye may know 
that ye have eternal life . . .” It is possible for us 
to have this assurance. Let us see, then, how we may 
be sure we are Christians, how we may know that we 
are God’s children, and how we may be assured that 
we have eternal life. 


FIRST SPEAKER: We may be sure that we are 
Christians if we believe in Jesus Christ as Saviour, and 
in Him alone. John 3:36 says, “He that believeth on 
the Son hath everlasting life . . .” We emphasized 
the word “hath” because it is present tense, and teaches 
us that when we believe in Christ, we already possess 
eternal life. The act of believing in Christ makes us 
Christians because of what Christ has done for us. 
“God commendeth His love toward us in that, while 
we were yet sinners, Christ died for us” (Rom. 5:8). 
God allowed His Son to take our place as sinners and 
die the death that we deserved, in order that we might 
receive instead His righteousness and His life. “He 
hath made Him to be sin for us, who knew no sin, 
that we might be made the righteousness of God” (II 
Cor. 5:21). We are all sinners, and, as such, deserve 
the punishment of eternal death. But God has pro- 
vided a way of deliverance, and that way is Christ. 
There is no other way. “Neither is there salvation in 
any other: for there is none other Name under heaven 
among men, whereby we must be saved” (Acts 4:12). 


The way of faith in Christ is the only way to become 
a Christian. We must never think we can be saved 
by our own good conduct. Some people seem to think 
that if the good in their lives overbalances the bad 
(according to their own judgment of what is good 
and bad) they will be saved. The fact is, however, 
that even our best deeds are infected by sin. The only 
way to become a Christian is to accept by faith what 
Christ did for our sakes and receive Him. We know 
that His saving work was satisfactory, because God 
raised Him from the dead. The Bible sums it up very 


ram 





well in Eph. 2:8,9: “By grace are ye saved through 
faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: 
not of works, lest any man should boast.” 


SECOND SPEAKER: When a person is seriously 
ill and the doctor examines him, he looks for the eyj- 
dences of life . . . signs of breathing, heartbeat, etc. 
Spiritual life also has its evidences. And when we 
find these evidences in ourselves, we know that we 
have spiritual life. 


When we say that a person is “spiritual” we mean 
that he shows the evidences of spiritual life. He en. 
joys thinking and talking about God and the things 
of the Bible. He sincerely desires to love and honor 
God. He reads and studies the Bible and enjoys it. 
“His delight is in the law of the Lord; and in His law 
doth he meditate day and night” (Ps. 1:2). He prac- 
tices a consistent prayer life, for this is his way of 
talking with God. He enjoys being faithful in worship 
and in service in the church. He has a deep desire 
to witness and to win others to Christ. These are some 
of the evidences of spiritual life. If we find these 
evidences in us along with our faith in Christ, we 
have additional proof that we are God’s children. 


THIRD SPEAKER: John Calvin said, “It is faith 
alone that justifies, but faith that justifies can never 
be alone.” What he was saying was that a person 
is saved by faith alone, and not by good works; but 
once a person is saved by faith, his life must produce 
good works. The Bible says we are saved by faith 
and not good works, but immediately it goes on to 
say: “We are His workmanship, created in Christ 
Jesus unto good works, which God hath before or- 
dained that we should walk in them” (Eph. 2:10). 


What are good works? Many of them can be in- 
cluded under the word “love.” I John tells us that 
if we love one another it is a sign we have the love 
of God in us. If God’s love and God’s life are in us, 
we will also be honest, pure, kind, generous, and un- 
selfish. These are the deeds that are characteristic of 
Godly living. When we believe in Christ and find 
our lives characterized by this kind of living, it serves 
as additional proof that we have eternal life in us. 


FOURTH SPEAKER: Still another evidence of 
personal. Christianity is what some people call “vic 
torious living.” I John 5:4 says, “For whatsoever 1s 
born of God overcometh the world: and this is the 
victory that overcometh the world, even our faith.” 
Are we able more and more to overcome sin, tempta- 
tion, discouragement, and some of the adverse circum- 
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through Christ Jesus” (Phil. 4:7). 


experience God’s peace and joy even when outward 
circumstances do not tend to peacefulness? If we are 
growing in peacefulness and confidence in God, this 
too is evidence that we are His own. 


stances of our lives, or, do things “get us down”? The 
Bible promises that “The peace of God, which passeth 
all understanding, shall keep your hearts and minds 


Are we able to 


PROGRAM LEADER: If we truly believe in Jesus 
Christ and in Him alone as our Saviour, and if these 
Christian evidences are present and growing in us, 
we can be sure that we are Christians. 
arrogance on our part, it is the blessing of assurance 
which God intended we should have. 


(To conclude the program sing “Blessed Assurance” 


This is not 


or “I Am Thine, O Lord”.) 








SEMINARY LISTS PLANS 
FOR MIDWINTER LECTURES 


AUSTIN, Texas — Plans for Aus- 
tin Seminary’s Midwinter Lectures 
have been announced by President 
David L. Stitt. The series will begin 
at 8 p. m. January 29 when Dr. David 
H. C. Read, pastor of the Madison 
Avenue church, New York, gives the 
first of four addresses on “In Quest 
of Particularity.” He will speak each 
night through Thursday at the Uni- 
versity church. 


Speaking daily at the seminary will 
be Dr. Albert C. Outler of Perkins 
School of Theology, Dallas, whose sub- 
ject will be “Our Help in Ages Past” 
and Dr. Harry Albert DeWire of 
United Theological Seminary, Dayton, 
Ohio, who will talk on “The Teacher 
and the Christian Faith.” 


Earlier in January, as a part of 
the seminary’s graduate program, the 
Settles Lectures on Missions and Evan- 
gelism will be delivered by Dr. Don- 
ald R. Fletcher of the United Bible 
Chair of the University of Texas. His 
subject will be “Religious Imperialism 
and Christian Mission,” with a sub- 
title of “Toward a Protestant Strategy 
of Mission in Latin America.” 





INSTITUTES ANNOUNCED 
AT RICHMOND, DECATUR 


ATLANTA, Ga. — Plans for Town 
and Country Pastors’ Institutes to be 
sponsored in 1962 by the Presbyterian 
Church, US, in cooperation with other 
denominations, have been announced 
by Dr. James M. Carr of the Board 
of Church Extension. 


Speakers for a Presbyterian-Meth- 
odist Institute at Union Seminary, 
Richmond, Va., February 12-15, in- 
elude: Dr. Kenneth Foreman, retired 
Louisville Seminary professor; Dr. 
Claude Thompson, Candler School of 


THE CHURCH AT HOME 


Theology; Dr. Ross Freeman, Candler; 
Dr. J. J. Rives, retired Methodist min- 
ister; Dr. Ralph Carpenter, chaplain, 
Richmond Memorial Hospital; Dr. Ben 
L. Rose, Union Seminary; and the 
Rev. T. L. Simpson, a Methodist and 
Virginia’s 1960 Rural Minister of the 
Year. 


Speakers at the March 19-22 in- 
stitute (US Presbyterian-ARP) at Co- 
lumbia Seminary, Decatur, Ga., in- 
clude: Dr. Dean G. McKee, Columbia 
Seminary; Dr. Earl C. Brewer, Cand- 
ler; Dr. E. Clinton Gardner, Emory 
University; Dr. Harold Johnson, Em- 
ory; Dr. J. R. McCain, retired presi- 
dent of Agnes Scott College; the Rev. 
Cook Freeman, associate pastor, North 
Avenue church, Atlanta; Miss Ruth 
Ann Quinn, Director of Christian Ed- 
ucation, Tucker ARP church; Romaine 
Smith of the staff of Progressive Far- 
mer; Hazel Long, an ARP ruling el- 
der, Doraville, Ga.; and Dr. Neely 
McCarter, Columbia Seminary. 


The Louisville Seminary institute 
was announced earlier as a part of 
the seminary’s Feb. 5-9 lecture week. 
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“We want to join up Reverend! 
You serve the best church suppers 
in town!” 
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MISSIONARY CONFERENCE 
HELD BY THREE CHURCHES 


MACON, Ga. — Trinity church of 
Macon, the Perry church and the Way- 
side church sponsored a cooperative 
World Missions Conference that has 
resulted in increased missions interest 
in the congregations. 


Speakers for the four-day confer- 
ence included five retired missionaries, 
one furloughed missionary, one for- 
mer missionary, a daughter of mis- 
sionaries and the Presbytery World 
Missions chairman. Special meetings 
were held in each of the congregations 
with the visitors leading the programs. 


The Rev. Paul Rowland, pastor of 
the newly-organized Trinity church, 
said of the meetings: “This confer- 
ence is proof that small churches with 
the help of our retired missionaries 
can have World Missions conferences 
to challenge our people to this, the 
primary reason for the Church’s ex- 
istence. Our church was greatly 
blessed in this conference in that a 
goodly number of our people have a 
new attitude and real concern for 
missions.” 


Pledges in the Trinity every mem- 
ber canvass were $1,500 more than 
expected, and plans are being made 
to assume partial support of a mis- 
sionary couple. 





DR. DAVIDSON ELECTED 


DAVIDSON, N. C. — Dr. Chalmers 
G. Davidson of the faculty of David- 
son College was elected president of 
the North Carolina Literary and His- 
torical Association at its 61st annual 
meeting in Raleigh. The N. C. Lit- 
erary and Historical Association is 
the parent organization and the oldest 
of the numerous cultural societies 
(art, music, folklore, history, ete.) 


_Which meet once a year in the state 
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capital for what is popularly known 
to Tar Heels as “Culture Week.” 





WESTMINSTER MEETS; 
DECLINES CAMP BIDS 


DUNEDIN, Fla. — Westminster 
Presbytery celebrated the denomina- 
tion’s centennial at a two-day meet- 
ing at First Church here with Dr. An- 
drew R. Bird, Jr., as guest speaker. 
The Dunedin congregation was ob- 
serving its 80th anniversary at the 
same time, and a history of the church 
was presented by Dr. Thomas P. Johns- 
ton, the pastor. 


The Presbytery voted to decline of- 
fers from St. Johns and Everglades 
Presbyteries for their interest in the 
Weeki-Wachee conference grounds. 
Action was taken to continue negotia- 
tions or to make other satisfactory ar- 
rangements. 


Dr. B. L. Bowman was elected mod- 
erator, and the Rev. William C. Din- 
widdie was elected permanent clerk. 
Future meetings were scheduled as 
follows: Tims Memorial church, Lutz, 
February 13; Northwest church, St. 
Petersburg, April 17; and Meadow- 
lawn church, St. Petersbury, June 19. 


W.C.C, ACTIONS—trom p. 4 


Churches with inclusive membership 
of less than 10,000 before the next 
Assembly and to set a new category 
of “associated Churches” into which 
these smaller churches would be placed. 


In the meeting of the Central Com- 
mittee following Assembly adjourn- 
ment, Dr. Franklin Clark Fry of the 
United Lutheran Church in America 
was re-elected chairman, and Dr. 
Ernest Payne of the British Baptist 
Union was re-elected vice-chairman. 
General Secretary W. A. Visser ’t 
Hooft was re-elected, but he an- 
nounced he would retire in 1965. 


The executive committee was in- 
creased from 14 members to 16, in- 
cluding Russia’s Archbishop Nicodim. 
Americans on the executive commit- 
tee, besides Dr. Fry, are Dr. Eugene 
Carson Blake, UPUSA stated clerk, 
and Dr. Alford Carleton, United 
Church of Christ. 





ADAM—from p. 8 


ness of unbroken communion with God! 
With what great humility and repen- 
tance he related, generation after gen- 





in this tax-year. 


follow. 


for $2 per family. 





YEAR-END PROBLEM? 


Are you looking for a good place to invest a con- 
tribution before Dec. 31? Maybe you're trying to 
find a really-worthwhile purpose for your last check 


May we make a suggestion? Consider an invest- 
ment on behalf of your congregation that will pay 
dividends throughout 1962 and even in the years to 


Consider putting The Presbyterian Journal into every 
home of your congregation next year. You can do it 


By establishing the Journal’s Every Family Plan in 
your congregation you will not only extend the min- 
istry of this paper, but you will also find that an 
investment has been made in the lives of your fellow 
church members. Additional information, if needed, 
is available from the Managing Editor, The Presby- 
terian Journal, Weaverville, N. C. 





eration, the circumstances of his fall, 
and God’s interventions in order to 
overcome unbelief and also to bestow 
His blessings upon mankind through 
Adam, thus bearing witness of the 
hope of salvation and the free pardon 
which had been given him. How he 
could exhort them to lead a holy life, 
he who had witnessed the dissipation 
of his own children, the murder of 
Abel, and the despair of Cain! How 
faithful he was in repeating God's 
revelations (for he was their trustee 
and guardian for all humanity), reve. 
lations which, through seven sim]. 
taneous generations of Adam, reached 
Noah directly, from whom Abraham 
received them. 


But there was still part of God's 
Word yet to be accomplished: “For 
out of it (the ground) wast thou 
taken; for dust thou art, and unto 
dust shalt thou return.” (Genesis 3: 
19). 


Adam died. 


“And all the days that Adam lived 
were nine hundred and thirty years: 
and he died.” 


Amen. 





LAYMAN—trom p. 11 


have used in taking over other coun- 
tries, and the disastrous results which 
follow indifference to those methods. 


A clear report from such a group 
would render a service of the first 
magnitude to our nation in a time of 
grave crisis. 


There is much smoke today, some of 
it from harmless trash fires, and some 
from careless or foolish extremists 
who light their own smoke bombs of 
unjustified suspicion. 


But, we are absolutely convinced 
that there are also the fires of subver- 
sion and infiltration, lighted and kept 
burning by men of great intelligence 
and definite purpose. It is these fires 
which need to be exposed and ex- 
tinguished. 





ORGANIST - choir director, age 26, 
10 years experience, desires position 
in wide awake church. Will receive 
Bachelor’s degree in Church Music in 
January. Available February 1, 1962. 
James D. Vick, Box 28322, Furman 
University, Greenville, South Carolina. 
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AFTERWARDS—from p. 6 


one God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit” 
was much too exclusive and divisive 
for world-wide Christianity to incor- 
porate in its creed. 


Upon recommendation of the Com- 
mission on International Affairs (Dr. 
Nolde), the Assembly adopted a reso- 
lution urging admission of Red China 
to the United Nations and setting up 
various East-West Church conferences 
on such problems as disarmament. 


AFTER NEW DELHI 


The World Council of Churches 
emerged from New Delhi with a new 
nature. Political considerations, which 
previously have scarcely been a factor 
in the life and testimony of the WCC 
now loom large. Social and political 
questions dividing Asia, Africa, Amer- 
ica and Europe will henceforth domi- 
nate the agendas of meetings. 


It seems certain that the World 
Council will henceforth be a proving 
ground for testing the idea that noth- 
ing, really, keeps East and West apart 
but misunderstandings. 


Now that the Churches have de- 
termined to set up East-West confer- 
ences on disarmament, social respon- 
sibility, etc., competing with the po- 
litical conferences on the same sub- 
jects within and without the United 
Nations, the problems of international 
diplomacy are certain to become more 
difficult. Imagine, if you will, Church 
leaders expressing themselves in per- 
fect accord over Berlin at a time when 
the West is still trying to settle the 
problem with justice in the United 
Nations. Imagine the conference on 
pacifism which the WCC set up in its 
closing days calling on all Churches 
to practice non-violent resistance to 
military service. 


Despite protestations to the con- 
trary, the WCC is certain to take on 
more and more the aspects of a mon- 
olithic power - structure. Observers 
came home speaking of the “almost 
frightening” efficiency of the string- 
pullers who ran the show at New Del- 
hi. One prelate openly wondered if 
there had been any reason for him 
to attend, inasmuch as everything was 
80 well worked out in advance. One 
American bishop, commenting on the 
reception of the Russian Church in 
which each denominational delegation 
cast one vote, flatly asserted that no- 


(Cont. on p. 19, col. 2) 
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Childrens Lille Studies 
Rev. and Mrs. Paul G. Settle 
ADVENTURES IN THE PROMISED LAND 
3. A Soldier is Afraid 
DO YOU KNOW—Who was Deborah? 


LOOK UP in your Bible: Judges 4:4. 
WHAT DOES EACH VERSE SAY about Deborah? 


THING TO REMEMBER: If we trust in Christ, we never 
need to be afraid. Matthew 14:27; Mark 5:36; Luke 12:32. 


¢* $$ &£ &© & 


ISRAEL FORGETS GOD Judges 4: 1-3. 


Many years after Joshua died, the Israelites did — _. __ __ 
in the sight of the Lord. Their land was invaded by Jabin, 
ee was captain of his 
army. Sisera had many well-armed men. He had — __ __ __ 
hundred chariots of iron. For — —. _. __ __ __ years Sisera 


ee the children of Israel. 


GOD HEARS THE CRY OF HIS PEOPLE Judges 4:3-7. 


When the children of Israel _. _. _. __ __ unto the Lord, 
He sent Deborah to help them. Deborah called _§._. __ ss | 
and told him God's plan. God said, “Go to mount 
ss ith cat lie mal Take with you ten thousand __ __ _..” God 


promised, “I will bring Sisera to the river 


int “aussi “int enti Sn 


eee eae re ar him into your hand.” 
GOD HELPS BARAK Judges 4:8, 14-16, 21. 
Barak said, “If thou wilt __ _ with me, then I will go.” 
Deborah told him, “Up; for this is the day in which the Lord 
hath delivered __$. __»_ ~»_ = _ into thine hand.” So Barak went 
down from mount —_ _ __ __ __ with __ __ __ thousand men. 
The Lord overthrew Sisera and all his_. __. _.__ __ ss __ ia 
Sisera fled and was killed by _. __ __ _. 


+ © £$ & & 


DO YOU KNOW YOUR BIBLE? Did Jesus have brothers and 
sisters? Look up: Matthew 13:55-56; Mark 3:31-32. 


(Adapted from “Adventures in the Promised Land,” Copy- 
right 1959 by The Sunday School House, Glendale, Calif) 
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(Editor’s note: The International Sun- 
day School lessons for the First Quar- 
ter — beginning in this issue — are 
on the Ten Commandments. The fol- 
lowing material will help teachers, 
students.) 


THE TEN COMMANDMENTS IN 
MODERN PERSPECTIVE, by Owen 
M. Weatherly. John Knox Press, Rich- 
mond. 160 pp. $3.00. 


“This book is an effort to recover 
and relate these fundamental moral 
laws in their eternal relevance to the 
ever-changing human situation, in the 
hope that they may furnish our gen- 
eration with the necessary impetus 
for a revitalized struggle toward a clos- 
er approximation of the Kingdom of 
God on earth.” 


The study penetrates deeply into 
the meaning of the commandments 
and comes up with traditional and 
fresh insights. The application to the 
modern scene is most convincing and 
leads one to the conclusion that “hu- 
man society can realize the ends for 
which it was created only to the 
extent to which it conforms to the 
requirements of the moral law.” 


The closely woven thought and vig- 
orous style are both a challenge and 
a joy. As a commentary, a worthy 
theological study, and a stimulus to 
sermon preparation this book deserves 
a wide reading by ministers and lay- 
men. 


—(Rev.) Roger P. Melton 
Montgomery, W. Va. 





JESUS AND THE TEN COM. 
MANDMENTS, by Ralph G. Turnbull. 
Baker Book House, Grand Rapids. Pa- 
per, 79 pp. $1.00. 


The pastor of the First Presbyterian 
Church, Seattle, Wash., is the author 
of this first publication in a “Bible 
Companion Series for Lesson. and 
Sermon Preparation.” There are 
twelve short chapters, in effect twelve 
treatments of the International Sun- 


day School lesson, which the booklet 
is designed to supplement. The ma- 
terial is handled as a commentary 
and exposition. 





MY SERMON NOTES ON THE 
TEN COMMANDMENTS, by R. P. 
Van Wyk. Baker Book House, Grand 
Rapids. Paper, 73 pp. $1.00. 


This booklet is one of a series called 
the “$1.00 Sermon Library.” The 
author is a retired minister of the 
Christian Reformed Church. His ma- 
terial is outlined in greater detail 
than that described above, with di- 
visions and sub-divisions after the 
manner of a carefully prepared ser- 
mon. The messages are not explicitly 
on the Commandments themselves, but 
on the issues of life to which the 
Commandments speak. 





GOD’S PEOPLE IN GOD’S WORLD, 
by Arthur R. McKay. Westminster 
Press, Philadelphia, Pa. 64 pp. $1.00. 


It was to help Christians realize the 
significance and meaning of being the 
people of God that Dr. McKay pre- 
pared this little volume with 5 chap- 
ters. The author elaborates upon 
the ideas that Christians should be 
servants, learners, witnesses, stewards 
and pilgrims. At all times the author 
seeks to develop a fine balance in 
Christian living. Christians are re- 
minded that we need to learn to 
maintain the proper balance between 
a this-worldly and an other-worldly 
view. It is in the recovery of this 
perspective that the Christian discov- 
ers afresh the assurance of things 
hoped for and the conviction of things 
not seen. 


—John R. Richardson, D. D. 
Atlanta, Ga. 





REDEMPTION—ACCOMPLISHED 
AND APPLIED, by John Murray, 192 
pp. $.60. 


THE SOVEREIGNTY OF GOD, by 
A. W. Pink, 160 pp. $.50. 


THE WORK OF THE HOLY 
SPIRIT, by Octavius Winslow, 223 
pp. $.60. 


All published in 1961 by Banner of 
Truth Trust, London. (paper.) 


These are reprints of former works 
by theologians of a true Reformed 
persuasion. They are written for the 
most part with the growing church 


member in mind, and can be used to 
great advantage for the  spiritug) 
growth and understanding of Presby. 
terians. 


Redemption - Accomplished ang 
Applied. Few contemporary writers 
have the gifts of clarity, persuasive. 
ness and devotion in the measure of 
Prof. Murray of Westminster Theo. 
logical Seminary. This book, first pub. 
lished in 1955, deals with the atonement, 
as the title implies. Its two parts are 
“Redemption Accomplished,” in which 
the necessity, nature, perfection and 
extent of the atonement are explained, 
and, “Redemption Applied,” in which 
the order of events beginning with 
Effectual Calling and Culminating in 
Glorification are discussed. Unexcelled 
as a text for adult study courses, 


The Sovereignty of God. Every 
Presbyterian (or anyone else for that 
matter) who wants a better grasp of 
what is meant by the Sovereignty of 
God can certainly find it in this book. 
The title clearly sets forth its subject 
matter; it is not heavy reading. The 
author was British, and lived in the 
twentieth century. 


The Work of the Holy Spirit. This 
was written over a hundred years ago, 
but is fresh today. Its purpose is to 
clarify the work of the Holy Spirit as 
He applies salvation to the individual; 
as well as to define His Godhead and 
Personality. Chapters dealing with the 
Indwelling and Sanctification of the 
Spirit are especially well presented. The 
author writes in an intensely devotional 
manner. 


—(Rev.) Loren V. Watson 
Appalachia, Va. 





THE CROSS AS SYMBOL AND 
ORNAMENT, by Johannes Troyer. 
Westminster Press, Philadelphia, Pa. 
126 pp. $4.50. 


Some years ago the author began 
a collection of crosses when he needed 
such for his work as graphic design- 
er, painter and designer of devotional 
objects. He has collected all the 
Christian symbols that seem to be of 
value. The book is not meant to be 
a scientific work on iconography but 
is rather a volume of general appeal 
to everyone interested in the form of 
the cross: and a practical handbook 
for all the professions having to do 
with this subject. 


—John R. Richardson, D. D. 
Atlanta, Ga. 
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INTELLECTUAL SCHIZO- 
PHRENIA, by Rousas J. Rushdoony. 
The Presbyterian and Reformed Pub- 


lishing Company, Philadelphia. 133 


pp. $2.75. 


The primary thrust of this book is 
with culture, crisis, and education. It 
is one of the series of “Philosophical 
and Historical Studies” written for the 
“International Library of Philosophy 
and Theology.” The author’s purpose 
has not been either to criticize or to 
praise the public schools as such, but 
to understand the schools and their 
basic philosophy and presuppositions. 
It is primarily the presuppositions and 
axioms of our culture that the author 
challenges and seeks to change. 


Dr. Rushdoony believes in the neces- 
sity of more emphasis on education 
and scholarship, but especially within 
the institutional Church. No greater 
tragedy characterizes the current scene, 
especially in the United States, says Dr. 
Rushdoony, then the retreat of schol- 
arship from the pulpit to the school. 
The author maintains that it is signifi- 
cant that the modern Calvinist re- 
awakening stems from Abraham Kuy- 
per, very definitely a man linked with 
the problems and life of his day. Dr. 
Rushdoony agrees with T. S. Eliot that 
the choice before us is between the 
formation of the new Christian cul- 
ture and the acceptance of a pagan 
one. Penetrating to the root of our 
contemporary crisis in education, the 
author remarks that Christianity’s 
chief antagonist for the past two cen- 
turies has been the secular faith of 
the Enlightenment and a_ perverse 
form of it is the main contender to- 
day. In its early phases there was 
something attractive about this faith 
but in its reactionary phase during this 
century it has spawned an idolatrous, 
statist cult manifesting itself now as 
Communism, and again as various de- 
lusions of Marxism. 


It would be difficult to overestimate 
the value of this book as a corrective 
for the befuddled and misguided think- 
ing in educational circles today. It 
is a pleasure to commend this volume 
to Christian ministers and educators. 
There is a new interest in our land in 
behalf of Christian schools. The read- 
ing of this volume will certainly in- 
crease this interest. 


—John R. Richardson, D. D. 
Atlanta, Ga. 





There are 3,995 congregations in the 
Presbyterian Church, US. 


AFTERWARDS—from p. 17 


body had consulted with him before 
recording his Church in favor. (No 
speeches were allowed when the Rus- 
sians were voted in but Dr. Visser ’t 
Hooft took advantage of his position 
to urge that they be received.) 


It is possible that the World Mis- 
sions enterprise will suffer as a result 
of New Delhi. With the vast ma- 
jority of’ all missionaries now going 
abroad from the American continent, 
it is almost certain that the Churches 
of the world, into whose bounds North 
American missionaries seek admittance, 
will henceforth try to limit their num- 
ber. And with control firmly vested 
in other hands, the status and pro- 
gram of the missionaries will almost 
certainly change. 


In one very interesting closing ac- 
tion, the Assembly limited its mem- 
mership to Churches of over 10,000 
members and called for a “study of 
the problems caused by the admission 
of large numbers of very small church- 
es.” The UN could use the results 
of such a study as that. 


Many imponderables remain for the 
passage of time to reveal. What will 
be the effect upon the ecumenical 
movement of a vast representation 
speaking for pagan Communism? There 
are Christians behind the Iron and 
Bamboo Curtains, but no intelligent 





Now Available— 


“The National Council of 
Churches (As Now Constituted 
and Directed) A Menace to 
Church and State” 


Revised and Updated 


The third printing of this in- 
formative and revealing book- 
let has just come from the press. 
Order today. Prices: 20 cents 
each, $2 per doz., $15 per hun- 
dred. 


THE 
PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 


Weaverville, N. C. 


observer believes that these Christians 
have the official approval and sanc- 
tion of their governments to travel 
freely about the world and participate 
in ecumenical discussions. More like- 
ly the true Christians behind the Iron 
and Bamboo Curtains are represented 
by such as Mrs. Katherine Voronaeff 
(now in America) and others who for 
their faith have spent time in slave 
labor camps. 





RETIRED pastor desires small church. 
Florida or South preferred. Write 
Box H, c/o The Presbyterian Journal, 
Weaverville, N. C. 





For 
Pastors, RuLiING ELDERS, 
OrHer Lay PEOPLE 


Winter 
Theological 
Institute 


Sponsored by 
First PrResBYTERIAN CHURCH 
Jackson, Mississippi 


January 8-10, 1962 


* * * 


THE FACULTY 
Caru F. H. Henry, Th.D., Ph.D. 
Appison H. Lerrcu, Ph.D., D.D. 
G. AIKEN Taytor, Ph.D. 


* * * 


Write for free announcement 
and program bulletin. Room 
and meal reservations must be 


made before Dec. 31. 


Registration at 1 p.m., Jan. 8 
Adjournment at noon, Jan. 10 


First Presbyterian Church 


N. State and Belhaven Streets 
Jackson, Mississippi 
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MINISTERS 


B. F. Ferguson, from Pageland, S. 
C., to the Antioch Church, Red 
Springs, N. C. 

Arnold Frank, from Methuen, Mass., 
to North Andover, Mass. 

Robert Crumpton, from Ocean 
Springs, Miss., to Waynesboro, Miss. 
Day Carper, from Sarasota, Florida, 
to Lexington, S. C., (c/o F. Hel- 
stedt, Route 1, Box 42). 

Park Moore, from Gastonia, N. C., 
has been called to the Trinity 
church, Jackson, Miss. 

J. Floyd Akin, from Atlanta, Ga., 
to the Mayesville, S. C., church. 
Thompson E. Davis, from Marion, 
Va., to Helen, Ga. 

John H. Vanlandingham, from Law- 
son, Mo., to Rt. 6, Mexico, Mo. 

E. Ashby Johnson has transferred 
his membership from Northeast Tex- 
as to Westminster Presbytery. 





LETTERS 
J-E-D-P DEBATE CONTINUES 


In the Journal of Dec. 6, Thomas 
F. Mainor wrote of the seeming bitter- 
ness of the Journal toward those edu- 
cational institutions which teach the 
J E D P theory of Old Testament in- 
terpretation. His letter testifies that 
during the five years following his 
switch from a “sheltered view of Scrip- 
ture” to one which included the J E D P 
theory he came to feel it a duty to 
study the “background” of Scripture, 
permitting his views to change con- 
tinually. 


Let me share an experience over 
ten times as long. Fortunately I did 
not grow up in any atmosphere which 
could be described as a “sheltered 
view” of the Bible. In our home my 
father was interested in what the Bi- 
ble said, for he had found it trust- 
worthy. When I went to the seminary, 
I learned of various ways of controlling 
or limiting the interpretation of the 
Bible, but none appealed to me. One 
of these was the philosophy which ex- 
pressed itself in J E D P. This was 


carefully examined and finally discard- 
ed as absolute nonsense, resulting in 
a distortion of the Bible message. 


While a missionary in Korea, where 
there were two names for God in 
Chinese literature, “Heaven” and “Up- 
per Emperor,” the idea of cutting up 
the Bible according to the two names, 
Jehovah and Elohim, seemed the more 
absurd. Moreover J had far more im- 
portant things to find in the Bible. 
Problem after problem came up and 
I had to turn to the Bible to find out 
what it said about them. I found 
that I could get no help whatever in 
the unique problems I encountered from 
those commentaries which followed the 
J E D P theory. Moreover, it would 
have been impossible to explain to a 
young Korean church that it must not 
accept the Bible as it seems to be, 
but must first get the opinion of the 
latest American scholarship. 


All that was usually necessary to 
bring out the meaning of the Bible 
was to explain the text in terms which 
the Koreans could understand 


—(Rev.) J. V. N. Talmage 
Bellaire, Tex. 


The letters, J E D P, stand for dif- 
ferent manuscripts which some critics 
think they find woven together in the 
single text of certain parts of the O. 


T.—Ed. 





STAND AGAINST COMMUNISM 


We appreciate the brave stand which 
you are taking in exposing the Com- 
munists and their “transmission-belt” 
organizations (anti-HUAC meeting, 
Journal, Dec. 6). There has been too 
much hush-hush about this subject in 
denominational circles. Many people 
are asking, “Are the Presbyterians 
soft on Communism?” 


In December, 1960, the Communist 
Party, USA, on orders from Moscow, 
embarked on a campaign to discredit 
the House Un-American Activities 
Committee, the FBI, the Central Intel- 
ligence Agency and every other group 
that “knows the score” about the 
Communist conspiracy. 


It is amazing to see how many or- 
ganizations, agencies and_ church 
groups, whether knowingly or unknow- 
ingly, have jumped on the band wagon 
and are speaking the Communists’ 
piece for them. No doubt the South- 
ern Conference Educational Fund’s 
meeting in Chapel Hill, N. C., was not 
as “innocent” as some of the others. 


But it goes to show that a foreign 
power has within our own country, 
and in the Southland, an apparatys 
which is responsive to their touch . . ,. 


We need to pay attention to the 
testimony now being offered before 
the Congress of our land by such an 
outstanding Christian statesman ag 
Strom Thurmond of South Caroling, 
A complete exposure of the identity 
and calibre of the enemy within has 
recently been published by Pulitzer 
Prize winner, Edward J. Mowery. Ep. 
titled, HUAC and FBI — Targets 
For Abolition, it can be secured from 
Bookmailer, Box 101, New York 16, 
N. Y., for only $1. 


—(Rev.) John H. Knight 
Opelika, Ala. 





POTPOURRI 


Would like to voice my agreement 
with “Texas” in your Letters column 
of Oct. 18. It is mighty hard for me 
to sit and listen to a preacher who 
does not have the backbone to resist 
the evil of the smoking habit. 


—S. B. Kruthaup 
Bradyville, Tenn. 





Let me commend you for the con- 
tent, week in and week out, of the 
Journal. I receive copies at Gospel 
Light Publications in Glendale and sev-' 
eral of us on the staff find real in- 
spiration and help from its pages. 


—Ira Boyden Gorham 
Beverly Hills, Calif. 





Invest 

in lives 

and your will 
will live 


Consider Christian Education 


6 Write: Executive Department 
Board of Christian Education 
fan Box 1176, Richmond 9, Va. 
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